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2019 Georgia Specialty Crop Production
Acres (X 1000)
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Blueberries
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* In 2021, PDF and online surveys (Qualtrics) were
sent to Georgia county extension agents (159
counties).

* Survey goal was at least 5 growers/county

* Agents e-mailed and texted on-line links to growers
and distributed hard copies at other face-to-face
meetings.

* 186 respondents in 65 counties

e ~50/50 split between on-line and printed surveys were
received




Total number of survey respondents = 186
Number of counties represented = 65

Responses by County
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Q2:

Respondents (%)

How many total acres (on average) do you farm every year? [n = 186]

50

45

40

35

>5000

3001 - 5000

1001 - 2000 2001 - 3000




Q3: Where do you receive your information about spray application equipment or
technology? (select all that apply) [n = 186]

Other . 1.8%

Printed Material (e.g. Magazines) 11.3%

11.7%

Internet or other digital media (e.g. _

Blogs)

University Extension 28.8%

Agriculture Industry
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Q4: How many sprayers do you have on your farm that you regularly use for pesticide
applications? [n = 185]
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Q5: What type of sprayer(s) do you regularly use for pesticide applications? (select all
that apply) [n = 186]

Other (please specify)

K3 Airblast, ATV, Spot Sprayer, Backpack

Self-Propelled

Pull-behind

Three-point hitch
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Q6: Do you use a separate sprayer for applying dicamba, 2,4-D or 2,4-DB? [n = 182]
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Q7: Do you use a hooded sprayer for any restrictive pesticide applications? (e.g. for
applying dicamba or 2.4-D etc.) [n = 186]

No and | don't
have a hooded
sprayer

53.8%

No but | have a
hooded sprayer
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Q8: What is the boom length on your sprayer? (select all that apply) [n = 181]
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Q9: How many different nozzles do you typically use in a growing season on your
sprayer? [n = 181]
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Q10: What type of nozzles do you use for pesticide applications on your farm? Select all
that apply. [n = 181]

Other (please specify) - .08 Engenia Nozzle, Enlist, Deere, Boomless, Metal, Deere Dual fan, Spot Guns

Wilger (DR, ER, etc.) I 1.8%
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Q11: What is your average sprayer speed during pesticide applications? [n = 181]
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Q12: What is your target boom height during pesticide applications? [n = 181]
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Q13: What nozzle size (or color) do you typically use for pesticide applications? (select all
that apply). If unknown, please select “unknown”. [n =173]

Unknown @ Insecticides
E Fungicides
06 (grey) M Herbicides
05 (brown)
- 04 (red)
35.7%
% 03 (blue) ;«i .
i o5
3{ 025 (purple) i
ahve 5
: 5 : 02 (yellow) %
053 p 2;’
L% ¥
£y 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 ¥

3
|




Q14: What pressure do you typically use for pesticide applications? If unknown,
please select “unknown”. [n=173]
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Q15: What droplet size do you typically use for pesticide applications? If unknown, please

select “unknown”. [n=171]

Unknown

Ultra Coarse
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Q16: What spray volume do you typically use for pesticide applications. [n = 171]
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Q17: Do you have a GPS and rate controller on your sprayer? [n = 169]

| have a GPS but no

0,
rate controller 9.5%
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Q18: What all precision spray technologies do you have or use on your sprayer? (select all
that apply) [n = 169]

Other (please
specify)

No technology, Don’t know, Section Control, JD Spray Star, Autosteer; Old School, GPS App,
Swath Control, Trimble Capstan, Trimble Field 1Q, Hand Spraying

Electrostatic boom
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Q19: How do you (or the farm manager) log spray records during the season? [n = 169]
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Q20 (a): What is your biggest challenge related to pesticide applications on your farm? [n =
105]

Other

Pest Control
Safety

Nozzle Selection
Spray Records
Product Selection and Efficacy
Sprayer Cleanout
Cost of Equipment/Chemicals
On-Target Application/Good Coverage
Weather
Timing

Spray Drift and Regulations
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Q20 (b): According to you, what is the biggest advantage with using new application
technologies? [n = 105]

Easier Data Logging
Safer Application

| On-Target Application
Better Coverage
Savings

Reduced/No Overlap

Accurate Application
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Q21: What pesticide application research would you like to see the University of Georgia
conduct that can help address your pesticide application issues or concerns? [n = 73]

Other 11.6%
Sprayer Contamination & Cleanout
Application Timing
Product Rates and Carrier Volume 11.6%
Pest Control (Bugs, Resistant Weeds, etc.) 10.5%
Spray Drift
Environment (Wind, Rain, etc.)
Dicamba
Product Efficacy
Products (Chemicals, Adjuvants, etc.) 10.5%
Spray Technology (Auto-Boom, PWM, etc.)
Spray Parameters (Speed, Boom Height, etc.)
Cost Effectiveness/Economics
Informational Trainings & Meetings
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